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Roofscapes - DPS Competition June 2020

      Comments from authors about their held back images 17 points and above


Saint Paul’s London by Dave Hollis scored 20 points 

I was on an evening photographic workshop with Timeline Events shooting 
Steam Punks on an old London red bus. We had stopped for a break and 
lots of people went to McDonald’s just across the road from where we had 
parked. I looked up at St Paul’s and the lighting over the dome was so nice I 
had to take an image of it. There was not much light for this hand-held shot 
in December at 9.20 pm, so I pushed the ISO up to get a speed I could 
handle in low light. The image was taken in RAW so I could keep control of 
colours and exposure. [F4.5; S1/80; 80 mm; ISO 9000; Exp Comp+1]
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Edinburgh by Linda Wilson scored 19 points 

Edinburgh by Linda Wilson scored 19 points This shot was 
taken from the walls of Edinburgh Castle looking out across the 
city towards the Firth of Forth. I was looking for a composition 
that included as many interesting historic landmarks while, at 
the same time, getting in as many of the fascinating old 
ceramic chimney pots as possible. I was travelling light on this 
holiday and took only my Panasonic TZ100 (25-250 zoom) with 
me. Not too much post-production processing on this one 
outside of the RAW image processing in Lightroom and a slight 
crop to find as tidy edges as possible.


Edinburgh © Linda Wilson
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Lockdown Greek Idyll by Roland Puleston Jones scored 19 points 

I took this photo in Santorini which is one of the most 
photogenic islands in the world. Fabulous pastel blues and 
whites are everywhere. We went to Santorini on a day trip from

Crete and loved it! If you get the chance to visit Santorini don’t 
forget your camera and a big data card as there are literally 
thousands of photographic opportunities wherever you turn 
because it is so picturesque. In the main season there will 
always be strong sun which brings its own challenges such as 
avoiding overexposure and burnt out whites. A polarising filter 
was another essential piece of kit to take.


Roland Puleston Jones © Lock Down Greek Idyll
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Manahattan by Roland Puleston Jones scored 19 points 

Manhattan in New York in the USA is a great city for photographers 
and I had lots of roofscape photos to choose from as there are so 
many skyscrapers of different heights. I took this photo from the 
Empire state building viewing platform, however many of the 
photos were more like aerial cityscape photos so I am glad that  
read the competition brief carefully before I chose my entry . If you 
go up on some of the bigger buildings go early as middle of the 
day photos would be a lot more difficult to get good photos.


Roland Puleston Jones © Manhatten Roofscape 
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Up on the Roof by Colin Prickett scored 17 points 

This image was taken in 2012 in Montpellier, France looking across 
the roofline from our apartment and using one of our earliest 
Panasonic compacts (TZ 7). It was an early evening shot with a 
very small amount of cloud turning pink. I applied an HDR effect 
initially, but this didn’t make a lot of difference, so I then tried the 
Threshold filter in ACDSee to turn it into a silhouette which needed 
a lot of cleaning up to the sky using the eraser tool. I had tried the 
same technique on an adjacent picture (one roof further along) 
which had a seagull sitting on the chimney stack – so I loaned him 
for my preferred roof.


Up on the Roof © Colin Prickett

http://www.daventryphotographicsociety.co.uk/


Daventry Photographic Society Issue 2 June 2020




Rooftop Renovation by Chris Baldwin scored 17 points 

This image was taken in Dubrovnik gained 17 marks.  The walls 
around the city give people a high vantage point to take pictures 
looking down on roofs.  This image had a bad reflection on part of 
it so I cloned roof supports/struts (there must be a technical name) 
onto this area then cropped in a little closer.  Taken on Sony A77 
with a 18-270 mm lens.  I chose it above others which had patterns 
of roofs as I thought the work being done the workmen there made 
it that little bit different.


Rooftop Renovation © Chris Baldwin
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Chimneyscape by Linda Wilson scored 17 points 

Another shot from the walls of Edinburgh Castle taken in mid-June 
2019, this time looking back towards a more residential area of the 
Old Town where the number of chimney pots on each roof was 
mesmerising. I looked for the most dense area of chimney pots for 
the shot and then cropped in more closely in post-production to 
really focus on the chimneys and eliminate as much sky as 
possible. I did quite a lot of cloning out of TV aerials and telephone 
wires to keep the focus on the chimneys.


Chimneyscape © Linda Wilson 
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Risen from the ashes by Bee Jackson scored 17 points 

This was taken on a grey day in York in January from the city walls. 
Taken on my Panasonic Lumix. The image is cropped as I wanted 
to emphasize the shapes. I took out a few wires, straightened the 
perspective and just upped the contrast a bit and muted the 
colours a bit too!


Risen from the ashes © Bee Jackson 
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Bibury by Bee Jackson scored 17 points 

The famous Arlington Row. Hard to get photos here without people 
in! Taken last summer.  Theres a water meadow in front of these 
cottages, so I ducked down to get the roofs. I’ve removed the 
telegraph wires and cropped a bit off, and will crop off more trees 
on the judges suggestion!


Bibury © Bee Jackson 

Dreaming Spires © Bob Holt 
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Dreaming Spires by Bob Holt scored 17 points 
The image was taken from the viewing deck of the tower at the University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin in the centre of Oxford a couple of years ago. 
For the competition, I converted it to monochrome using Topaz Labs 
software where I brought out the detail in the sky. Further processing, 
including the high contrast effect was done in Silver Efex Pro. [Nikon D90, 
1/4000 sec, f4.5, 31 mm]


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our judge this month was Chris Forster who viewed and scored the images 
using our PhotoEntry software. His comments and the scores were the focus 
of our 'virtual' Zoom meeting when 17 of us listened to the judge's comments 
read by Christine. Thanks also to Colin for preparing the presentation used to 
view the images and comments.  

 Roofscapes- judge Chris Forster 

My article was originally written for the N&EMPF newsletter and was then 
picked up and published in the PAGB e-news. So, the article is in the public 
domain and I give you permission (if needed) to disseminate the article as 
you wish.

The article was written some years ago now and club photography has moved on. I also hope 
that I have become a little more rounded and a little less pedantic in my judging. The article 
was intended to promote discussion and I hope it continues to do so.

https://www.wallingfordphoto.club/competition-advice.html
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